
 

 

Kindergarten 
Language Arts 

AKS = Academic Knowledge and Skills: the curriculum your child will learn this year in school.   
 
AKS/Objective: Describe how illustrations or photographs support the informational text, with 
prompting and support 

 

This means… 

I can use the pictures in a text to help 
understand the words in the text. 

 

 

This looks like… 

The student can look at the pictures and name 
what is in the picture or describe what is 
happening. The student can think and wonder 
about the picture. 

Activity Title: Using pictures to understand information (non-fiction)  LEVEL: Proficient 

Materials needed: 

❖ It’s a Chameleon by Tessa Kenan (https://www.getepic.com/book/45600997/its-a-
chameleon) 

❖ Book Resource Links  

https://www.wilbooks.com/free-online-books-guided-reading-level 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYlvkbg53ryhuxWuEwL1LPQ 

https://www.getepic.com/students 

❖ Create anchor chart using sticky notes as shown below 
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Directions 

1. Say - “Today we are going to use pictures in a book to help understand the words. 
Readers do this by thinking and wondering about the pictures to understand and help 
read the words in the book.” 

2. Turn the pages and look carefully at the pictures. 

3. Model the steps of using a picture. 

4. Think aloud with pages 16-17.  

Say - First, I will check the picture, and I will think and wonder.  

I see that there is a chameleon on a stick or branch.  I also notice that the chameleon has 
many colors on it.  I am wondering why this chameleon has changed color.  Is this 
chameleon a girl or a boy? 

Next, I will use what I learned from the picture to help me read and understand the 
words (text). (Read the text on page 16 aloud.) 

I have learned that mother chameleons change color and can lay one hundred eggs.  By 
checking and then thinking and wondering about the image first, I was able to grow my 
learning about chameleons.  The picture is supporting what I read in the text. 

5. Have your child practice using pages 18-19.  Refer to the anchor chart you made. 

6. Say - “You are going to do the same work I just did with these pages of It’s a 
Chameleon”. 

First check the picture. (Possible thinking prompts can be used to support conversation.) 

I see___________________. 

Next, think and wonder about the picture. 

I notice ___________________. 

I wonder__________________. 

Finally, read the words and think about how the picture supported what you read in the 
text. (If needed, read page 19 aloud to your child.) 

7. Have your child talk about how the picture helped them understand the words of the 
text. 

If the activity is too hard, try this:  

❖ Choose a different non-fiction book with fewer words. 
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❖ Look at the picture. 
❖ Read the words. 
❖ Say: “When there are very few words, you can look to the picture to get more 

facts.” 
❖ Think, “What in the picture is the same as what’s in the words? What’s new?” 
❖ Have your child say the extra facts out loud. 

 

Here are some prompts to guide your child: 

❖ What do the words say? 
❖ Look at the picture. Say more. 
❖ Point with your finger. Say a fact based on where you’re pointing. 
❖ What can you learn from the picture that’s not in the words? 
❖ That’s something you learned from the words. What can you learn from 

the picture? 

If the activity is too easy, try this:  

❖ Choose an age-appropriate non-fiction book and have sticky notes available. 

❖ Say - “Today we are going to read a text. Look at the picture. Think, “If I had to tell 
one thing about this picture, what would I say?” 

❖ Take a picture walk to look carefully at the pictures, photos or illustrations. 

❖ Read the text. 

❖ Write your own sentence. (See example below.) 

❖ Here are prompts to help write a sentence: 

❖ Use your own words in the sentence, not just a fact you read. 
❖ Good information. Write down what you said. 
❖ What information from the text could help you? 
❖ Retell what you read. 
❖ Now say what fact(s) relate to the picture. 
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If the activity is just right, try this:  

❖ Choose another book and repeat the activity. 
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